
MONTANA

AGRICULTURAL FACTS

MAY 2006 2005

Montana Facts and Figures

Montana's 2000 population, at 902,195, was up 12.9 percent from 1990.  Population density, measured in people per
square mile, was 6.2 in 2000--third lowest in the United States.  Montana's59.6 million acres of land in farms and ranches
ranks second in the nation behind Texas.

Montana Population Land and Land Utilization 1/

Montana Total Land Area, Miles 145,552 Sq. MilesTotal, 2000 Census 902,195
  People Per Square Mile 6.2 Montana Total Land Area, Acres 93,153,553  Acres
Rural Farm Population (2000) 39,930 All Land in Farms & Ranches 59,612,403 Acres
  People Per Farm       1.9 Proportion of Land in Farms & Ranches 64.0 Percent

1/ 2002 U.S. Census of Agriculture.

Farm Counts and Measurements

Real Estate Value/Farm or Ranch 3/ $854,560Number of Farms & Ranches 1/ 28,000
Average Size of Farm or Ranch 2,146 Acres Average Value Per Acre 4/ $445
Total Farm & Ranch Assets 2/, 3/ $29.5 Bil. Farm & Ranch Debt Per Operation 3/ $93,125
Average Value Per Farm or Ranch 3/ $1,053,560

1/ Places with annual sale of agricultural products of $1,000 or more, 2005 figure.  2/ Excludes farm operators' household
assets and debt.  3/ Source: Economic Indicators of the Farm Sector, State Income and Balance Sheet Statistics, USDA-
Economic Research Service. Figures are for 2004.  4/ Per acre, land and buildings, January 1, 2005. 

Land in Farms & Ranches:  
Utilization as a Percentage of Total

Source: 2002 Census of Agriculture



Montana Annual Crop Summary, 2003-2005 1/

Crop

MONTANA
US

Production
  (000) Year

 Planted
Acres
(000)

Harvested
Acres
(000)

Yield
Per Acre

Bu

  Production
     (000)

Season
Avg. Price
Dollars 1/

 Value of
Production
  (000) 1/

Winter 
Wheat

2003
2004
2005

1,900
1,900
2,150

1,820
1,630
2,100

37.0
41.0

**45.0

67,340
66,830
94,500

$3.56
$3.35

--

$239,730
$223,881

--

1,716,721
1,499,434
1,499,129

Durum
Wheat

2003
2004
2005

640
570
590

630
545
585

23.0
**33.0

28.0

14,490
17,985
16,380

$4.07
$3.90

--

$58,974
**$70,142

--

96,637
89,893

101,105

Other
Spring
Wheat

2003
2004
2005

2,900
3,000
2,600

2,750
2,850
2,550

22.0
31.0
32.0

60,500
88,350
81,600

$3.78
$3.60

--

$228,690
$318,060

--

531,402
568,918
504,456

All
Wheat

2003
2004
2005

5,440
5,470
5,340

5,200
5,025
5,235

27.4
34.5
36.8

142,330
173,165
192,480

$3.73
$3.55

--

$530,891
$612,083

--

2,344,760
2,158,245
2,104,690

Barley 2003
2004
2005

1,150
1,000

900

850
830
700

40.0
**59.0

56.0

34,000
48,970
39,200

$2.93
$2.85

--

$99,620
$139,565

--

278,283
279,743
211,896

Oats 2003
2004
2005

120
105

90

45
40
35

44.0
60.0
53.0

1,980
2,400
1,855

$1.70
$1.70

--

$3,366
$4,080

--

144,383
115,935
114,878

Corn
for 
Grain 2/

2003
2004
2005

68
70
65

17
15
17

140.0
143.0

**148.0

2,380
2,145
2,516

$2.65
$2.50

--

$6,307
$5,363

--

10,089,222
11,807,217
11,112,072

(000) (000) Tons (000) Tons (000) (000)

Corn 
for Silage

2003
2004
2005

 --
 --
--

49
51
46

**24.0
22.0

**24.0

1,176
1,122
1,104

 --
 --
--

 --
 --
--

107,378
107,336
106,311

Sugar
Beets

2003
2004
2005

51.7
53.7
53.9

51.5
52.1
49.9

**25.4
21.7
22.9

1,308
1,131
1,143

$43.00
 --
--

$56,224
 --
--

30,710
29,956
27,254

Alfalfa
Hay 3/

2003
2004
2005

 --
 --
--

1,600
1,400

**1,750

2.10
2.30
2.20

3,360
3,220
3,850

$75.00
$77.00

--

$252,000
$252,770

--

76,273
75,383
74,819

Other
Hay 3/

2003
2004
2005

 --
 --
--

850
1,100
1,250

1.50
1.40
1.60

1,275
1,540

**2,000

$68.50
$70.00

--

$87,338
$109,340

--

81,312
82,391
76,931

All
Hay 3/

2003
2004
2005

 --
 --
--

2,450
2,500

**3,000

1.89
1.90
1.95

4,635
4,760

**5,850

$73.50
$76.00

--

$340,672
$362,110

--

157,585
157,774
150,590

Sweet
Cherries 4/

2003
2004
2005

 --
 --
--

 --
 --
--

 --
 --
--

2,060
2,360
1,170

$1,710.00
$2,010.00

**$3,660.00

$3,163
**$4,473

$4,094

245,700
283,060
251,170

(000) (000) Cwt (000) Cwt (000) (000)

Fall
Potatoes

2003
2004
2005

10.7
10.7
11.0

10.6
10.6
10.9

315
**335

315

3,339
**3,551

3,434

$7.60
$7.50

--

$25,376
$26,633

--

410,588
410,253
382,523

All
Dry
Beans

2003
2004
2005

13.0
13.0
18.0

12.8
12.7
14.1

18.2
22.4
20.0

233
285
282

$18.20
$26.30

--

$4,241
$7,496

--

22,492
17,788
27,222

Pinto
Beans

2003
2004
2005

*9.7
10.8
12.0

*9.7
10.6
10.0

21.5
23.8
23.9

209
252
239

 --
--
--

 --
--
--

10,453
7,814

13,110

Garbanzo
Beans

2003
2004
2005

3.2
*2.2
6.0

3.0
*2.1
4.1

*7.3
15.7
10.5

*22
33
43

 --
--
--

 --
--
--

417
593

1,098

All Other
Beans

2003
2004
2005

0.1
0.0
0.0

0.1
0.0
0.0

2.0
0.0
0.0

2
0

 --
--
--

 --
--
--

772
604
754

Lentils 2003
2004
2005

30.0
78.0

**150.0

26.0
72.0

**146.0

10.5
**14.0

12.8

273
1,008

**1,869

$15.40
**$15.60

--

$4,204
**$15,725

--

2,442
4,182
5,163

Dry Peas 2003
2004
2005

33.0
68.0

**135.0

31.0
63.0

**122.0

14.5
**20.1

18.0

450
1,266

**2,196

**$8.10
$6.00

--

$3,645
$7,596

--

5,202
11,419
14,003

Austrian 
Winter Peas

2003
2004
2005

*9.5
14.0

**25.0

7.0
11.0

**13.0

8.0
9.0

**12.2

56
99

**159

$10.40
$10.20

--

$582
**$1,010

--

174
291
307

1/ Season average price and value of production for 2005 are not yet available.  2/ Planted for all purposes.  3/ Price of baled hay.
4/ Total production.  -- Not Available  * Record Low  ** Record High



Montana Major Livestock

1/1/2005 1/1/2006 '06/’05

ALL CATTLE and CALVES (Head) 2,350,000 2,400,000 102%
Cows & Heifers that have calved: 1,450,000 1,470,000 101%

Beef Cows 1,432,000 1,451,000 101%
Milk Cows 18,000 19,000 106%

Heifers 500 pounds and over: 555,000 610,000 110%
For beef cow replacement 400,000 445,000 111%
For milk cow replacement 9,000 8,000 89%
Other heifers 146,000 157,000 108%

Steers 500 pounds and over 205,000 160,000 78%
Bulls 500 pounds and over 90,000 110,000 122%
Calves less than 500 pounds 50,000 50,000 100%
Cattle on Feed 60,000 55,000 92%
All cattle value (Million $) 2,538.0 2,928.0 115%
Value per head (Dollars) 1,080.00 1,220.00 113%

2004 2005 ‘05/’04

Calves born (Head) 1,520,000 1,480,000 97%
Operations with cattle & calves 12,700 12,600 99%
Operations with beef cows 11,500 11,400 99%
Operations with milk cows 600 650 108%

1/1/2005 1/1/2006 '06/’05

ALL SHEEP and LAMBS (Head) 305,000 295,000 97%
Breeding Sheep 280,000 270,000 96%

One Year Old and Older
Ewes 215,000 208,000 97%
Rams 7,000 7,000 100%

Replacements Lambs 58,000 55,000 95%
  Market Sheep and Lambs 25,000 25,000 100%

  Sheep 3,000 6,000 200%
   Lambs 22,000 19,000 86%
All sheep value (Million $) 39.7 43.4 109%
Value per head (Dollars) 130.00 147.00 113%

2004 2005 '05/'04

Lamb crop (Head) 270,000 275,000 102%
Operations with  sheep & lambs 1,800 1,700 94%

12/1/04 12/1/05 '05/'04

ALL HOGS and PIGS (Head) 165,000 175,000 106%
Kept for Breeding 17,000 18,000 106%
Market 148,000 157,000 106%
All Hog & Pig Value (Million $) 18.2 17.5 96%
Value per head (Dollars) 110.00 100.00 91%

Sows Farrowing: 2004 2005 '05/'04
Dec. 1/-Nov. 32,500 33,000 102%

Pig Crop
Dec. 1/-Nov. 310,000 319,000 103%

Pigs per Litter
Dec. 1/-Nov. 9.54 9.67 101%

Operations With Hogs 500 500 100%
1/ Previous year.

Montana Meat Animals:  Marketings and Cash Receipts 

Item Unit 2002 2003 2004 2005 ‘05/’04

CATTLE & CALVES
Marketings Mil. Lbs. 1,197.8 1,123.9 1,162.5 1,033.2 89%
Beef Cattle Dols./Cwt 70.50 82.20 91.00 104.00 114%
Calves Dols./Cwt 90.10 106.00 125.00 138.00 110%
Cash Receipts Mil. Dols. 868.4 957.9 1,104.4 1,105.0 100%

SHEEP & LAMBS
Marketings Mil. Lbs. 31.0 26.5 26.0  28.4 109%
Sheep Dols./Cwt 26.60 34.80 39.50 43.30 110%
Lambs Dols./Cwt 80.30 103.00 112.0 124.00 111%
Cash Receipts Mil. Dols. 19.3 22.4 23.3 27.5 118%

HOGS & PIGS
Marketings Mil. Lbs. 71.3 73.6 73.5 76.8 104%
Average Price Dols./Cwt 35.90 39.70 52.30 53.10 102%
Cash Receipts Mil. Dols. 26.6 30.2 38.8 41.2 106%



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
PEGGY STRINGER, DIRECTOR, MONTANA FIELD OFFICE NANCY K. PETERSON, DIRECTOR

Market-Year-Average Prices Received by Montana Farmers 1/

Commodity Unit

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2003 2004 2/ 2005 3/

Dollars

All Wheat
Winter Wheat
Spring Wheat
Durum Wheat
Barley
Oats
Alfalfa Hay
Beef Cattle
Steers & Heifers
Beef Cows
Calves
Sheep
Lambs
Hogs, All
Chickens
Eggs
Milk, All
Wool

Bu
Bu
Bu
Bu
Bu
Bu
Ton
Cwt
Cwt
Cwt
Cwt
Cwt
Cwt
Cwt
Lb
Doz
Cwt
Lb

4.14
3.90
4.15
5.75
2.83
1.96
--

58.00
68.30
44.80
76.80
17.70
61.70
37.20

.08

.58
12.80

1.00

3.47
3.28
3.64
3.18
2.03
1.50
--

47.60
58.40
35.70
62.20
17.60
66.80
38.50

.07

.51
13.10

.67

2.65
2.53
2.80
2.72
2.30
1.25

65.00
70.60
83.30
51.00
95.30
17.60
48.30
50.00

.045

.68
13.70

.91

4.63
4.62
4.59
5.09
3.00
1.75

67.50
59.80
66.70
37.90
69.50
26.80
81.40
39.10

.030

.57
13.30

1.23

3.02
2.87
3.03
3.52
2.38
1.13

86.50
78.30
88.30
39.50

103.00
31.40
84.50
39.80

.015

.46
12.80

.37

3.73
3.56
3.78
4.07
2.93
1.70

75.00
82.20
90.40
45.60

106.00
34.80

103.00
39.70

.010

.650
12.40

1.03

3.61
3.41
3.69
3.86
2.85
1.70

77.00
91.00

106.00
51.40

125.00
39.50

112.00
52.30

.006

.657
15.60

1.17

3.60
3.50
3.75
3.65
2.85
1.75

72.00
104.00
114.00

55.10
138.00

43.30
124.00

53.10
.006
.374

15.30
.98

1/ Crops are season average prices for each crop’s respective marketing year.  Other prices are averages weighted by monthly sales.  2/ Revised. 3/ Preliminary.

Montana's Rank in the Nation's Agriculture
ITEM UNIT PERIOD OR DATE RANK % U.S. Total

Number of farms and ranches
Land in farms and ranches

28,000
60,100,000

farms/ranches
acres

2005
2005

30
2

1.3
6.4

Income from cash receipts,
excluding government
payments:

Total
Livestock
Crops

2,238,980
1,278,045

960,935

thousand dollars
thousand dollars
thousand dollars

2004
2004
2004

33
31
31

0.9
1.0
0.8

LIVESTOCK INVENTORYand LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS

All cattle and calves
All cows
Beef cows
Milk cows
Cattle on feed
All sheep and lambs
Breeding sheep
Meat goats
Milk goats
Hogs and pigs
Chickens

2,400,000
1,470,000
1,451,000

19,000
55,000

295,000
270,000

9,000
2,780

175,000
480,000

head
head
head
head
head
head
head
head
head
head
birds

Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Jan. 1, 2006
Dec. 1, 2005
Dec. 1, 2005

12
9
7

39
24

6
5

35
29
25
38

2.5
3.5
4.4
0.2
0.4
4.7
5.8
0.4
1.0
0.3
0.1

Calf Crop
Lamb Crop
Pig Crop
Wool Production
Egg Production
Honey Production

1,480,000
275,000
319,000

2,490,000
106,000,000

8,710,000

head
head
head
pounds
eggs
pounds

2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005

8
4

27
6

38
6

3.9
6.7
0.3
6.7
0.1
5.0

CROP PRODUCTION

All wheat
Winter wheat
Durum wheat
Other spring wheat
Barley
Oats
All hay
Alfalfa hay
Other hay
Dry beans
Pinto beans
Garbanzo beans
Lentils
Dry edible peas
Austrian winter peas
Fall potatoes
Sugar beets
Flaxseed
Safflower
Canola
Corn for grain
Corn for silage

192,480,000
94,500,000
16,380,000
81,600,000
39,200,000

1,855,000
5,850,000
3,850,000
2,000,000

282,000
239,000

43,000
1,869,000
2,196,000

159,000
3,434,000
1,143,000

918,000
25,810,000
21,285,000

2,516,000
1,104,000

bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
bushels
tons
tons
tons
cwt
cwt
cwt
cwt
cwt
cwt
cwt
tons
bushels
pounds
pounds
bushels
tons

2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005

3
5
2
2
3

15
9
7

15
13
10

7
2
2
1

15
6
2
2
3

40
24

9.1
6.3

16.2
16.2
18.5

1.6
3.9
5.1
2.7
1.0
1.8
4.0

36.2
15.7
51.8

0.9
4.1
4.7

13.4
1.3
1/

1.0
1/  Less than one-tenth of one percent.
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